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Ethics Law? 

Why? 











Conflicts of Interest 



Public Contracts 



Post-Employment 
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Conflicts of 

Interest 

 
ORC 102.03(D) 





State employee inspects day 

care center owned by her sister 



Investigate private employer on 

behalf of my public agency 



City employee oversees a landscaping 

contract for a city park.  The 

landscaping work is conducted by the 

company he works for part-time. 



A member of a 
state board, 
who is also an 
architect, does 
not abstain 
from the 
board’s 
consideration 
of a matter 
affecting a 
client of his 
firm, because  
he did not 
perform any 
services on the 
matter.   



Seeking a job 

from company 

you regulate on 

behalf of public 

agency 



Public official approves re-zoning request to 

allow her spouse to open a new restaurant. 



Bad Idea! 



Recuse/Abstain 



Case Study Video! 





Danger, Will Robinson! 



Representation 

 

 
• Cannot receive compensation to represent 

someone before own public agency 

 

• Even if public official or employee recuses self from 

the matter at the agency 





Gifts! 





Conflicts of 

Interest 
 

ORC 102.03(E) 



Substantial Improper 



Improper 



“Improper” Source 

 

Those who: 

– are doing/seeking to do business with 

public officials and employees 

– are regulated by government 

– have specific interests before agency 

 



Substantial 



“Nominal” or “De Minimis” 















Substantial 



Substantial 











Substantial Improper 



Case Study Video! 





Yellow Flag! 





Public Contracts 



ORC 2921.42(A)(3) 

 

Profiting from the approval 

of a contract 



Approved 

grant 
money 

used to 

hire board 

member? 



ORC 2921.42(A)(1) 

 

Authorization or use of 

authority for official, family 

member or business 

associate 



You authorize an 

IT contract 

between your 

agency and the 

IT company 

owned by your 

brother.  



ORC 2921.42(A)(4) 

 

Having an interest in 

profits/benefits of public 

contract with “connected” 

agency 



You work for the county, but also own a roofing 

company.   

 

Submit bid, recuse yourself, get public contract? 



Public Contract Exception 
 

 

• Four-Part Exception: 

– Necessary supplies/services 

– Supplies unobtainable elsewhere for 

the same or lower cost or “continuous 

course of dealing” 

– Preferential or same treatment as 

other customers 

– Arm’s length transaction 

 



Case Study Video! 





Innocent 

Interaction 

or Ethics 

Problem? 





Nepotism 







   Post-Employment 
ORC 102.03(A) 

aka… 

Revolving Door 



Post Employment 
 

 

 Restricted time period? 

 A matter? 

 Personal participation? 

 Representation? 

 Communication   
 Formal or informal 

 Written or oral 

 Received by public sector 

 



Case Study Video! 





Any issues here? 



Got the Job!   
(legally, of course) 





Can he “get right on it?” 





Quick Review of Post-Employment! 



Confidentiality:  
R.C. 102.03 (B) 
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Ohio Ethics Commission 

 

 

(614) 466-7090 
 

www.ethics.ohio.gov 

 

http://www.ethics.ohio.gov/

